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vanishing point, but without a mathematical grasp of these laws. This is first accomplished by Albrecht Durer who in his Underweysung der messung mit dem zlrckel und richtscheyt makes use of the point of sight and distance-point and shows how to construct the perspective picture from the ground plan and elevation. In Italy perspective was developed by the architect Bruneileschi and the sculptor Donatello. The first work upon this new theory is due to the architect Leo Battista Alberti. In this he explains the perspective image as the intersection of the pyramid of visual rays with the picture-plane. He also mentions an instrument for constructing it, which consists of a frame with a quadratic net-work of threads and a similar net-work of lines upon the drawing surface. He also gives the method of the distance-point as invented by him, by means of which he then pictures the ground divided into quadratic figures.* This process received a further extension at the hands of Piero della Fran-cesca who employed the vanishing points of arbitrary horizontal lines.
In German territory perspective was cultivated with special zeal in Nuremberg where the goldsmith Lencker, some decades after Durer, extended the lat-ter's methods. The first French study of perspective is due to the artist J. Cousin (1560) who In his Livre de la perspective made use of the point of sight and the distance-point, besides the vanishing points of hoii-
* Wiener.